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writing to the Chairman and Ranking Minor-
ity Member that, in his or her opinion, it is 
necessary to issue the subpoena imme-
diately. 

f 

BAHRAIN 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, February 
marks the anniversary of the massive, 
peaceful protests against Bahrain’s re-
pressive regime in 2011. Bahraini citi-
zens, men and women of all ages and 
backgrounds, demanded more account-
ability from their leaders and more 
agency in their lives. 

Instead of sitting down with the 
protestors as leaders in Oregon or 
Washington, DC, often do, Bahrain’s 
rulers unleashed the country’s security 
forces on them. I am afraid that it has 
now become a rather sad tradition of 
mine to remind the Senate of these 
events, and so before February gives 
way to March, I just wanted to offer a 
few words on why this issue continues 
to resonate. 

Bahrain held elections in November 
2018, but they were hardly on the level. 
‘‘The Economist’’ termed them ‘‘un-
fair.’’ The head of Human Rights First 
called them ‘‘fake elections.’’ The 
Project on Middle East Democracy and 
Americans for Democracy & Human 
Rights in Bahrain said they were a 
‘‘sham.’’ The list goes on. 

This should come as no surprise to 
anybody paying attention to develop-
ment in Bahrain because the regime 
banned opposition parties from partici-
pating altogether. That is not exactly 
a recipe for a free, fair, or legitimate 
outcome. 

Indeed, the regime has spent the past 
couple years detaining, intimidating, 
and silencing the political opposition. 

But don’t take my word for it, that’s 
how Amnesty International character-
ized the situation before the November 
elections. 

The repression extends far beyond 
the ballot box. Human rights advocates 
say the regime has arbitrarily stripped 
hundreds of individuals of their citizen-
ship in the past few years. 

Human Right Watch indicates that 
the regime closed the last remaining 
independent newspaper in 2017. Free-
dom House says the regime continues 
to bully journalists and to persecute 
those who are critical of the regime. 

Bahrain is a longtime U.S. ally in a 
tumultuous region. My intent with 
these annual statements is neither to 
insult the Kingdom nor to demand the 
administration cut ties. 

No, the point of these statements is 
to make it clear that I believe the 
United States should always promote 
basic rights and values and further, 
that I believe the United States must— 
must—hold its friends and partners to 
a higher moral standard. 

I was concerned that the previous ad-
ministration did not do more to push 
Bahrain’s rulers on this point, but I am 
deeply disappointed that the Trump ad-
ministration seems hell-bent on setting 
a new low. 

The President himself has made clear 
that he views the world through a 
transactional lens and is willing to 
overlook rights violations in the name 
of arms sales or greater defense co-
operation. 

So it is hardly surprising to read that 
Trump administration officials fail to 
raise human rights concerns with their 
Bahraini counterparts. 

This must change. I hope it will 
change. And I hope that the influx of 
new members of Congress following the 
2018 midterm elections will cause it to 
change. 

Today I renew my call on Bahrain’s 
monarchy to stop brutally repressing 
peaceful protest, to release political 
prisoners like Abdulhadi al-Khawaja 
and Nabeel Rajab, and to offer Bah-
rainis a greater voice in their country’s 
future. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS CORREALE 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the service and 
achievements of Ms. Chris Correale, di-
rector of harbor development for the 
Maryland Port Administration, upon 
her retirement. 

Chris Correale is the ultimate exam-
ple of a public servant whose expertise 
and efforts while unknown to the ma-
jority of Maryland’s residents, have 
been critical to Maryland’s economy 
and environment. 

An expert in U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers processes, Chris has spent more 
than 25 years crafting and imple-
menting innovative and collaborative 
Federal and State beneficial reuse 
projects that kept the Port of Balti-
more’s shipping channels open and im-
proved the environment in the Chesa-
peake Bay. From dredging, construc-
tion, beach replenishment, habitat res-
toration, and permitting, Chris has 
been the visionary behind the develop-
ment of projects that have signifi-
cantly improved the infrastructure, en-
vironment, business climate, regional 
partnerships, and economic develop-
ment opportunities throughout the 
State of Maryland. 

At the Maryland Port Administra-
tion, Chris ensured the Port of Balti-
more’s channels are in top condition 
for maritime traffic serving the port. 
She oversaw the planning and policy of 
what to do with the dredged material, 
she secured State and Federal funding 
for the port, and she coordinated 
multi-agency management of the 
port’s aids to navigation systems. 

Prior to joining the Maryland Port 
Administration, Chris had a distin-
guished career as the chief of the oper-
ations division of the U.S. Army Corps’ 
Baltimore District. By overseeing the 
Baltimore District’s navigation pro-
gram, Chris was instrumental in the 
operations, maintenance, protection, 
and restoration of Maryland’s ports, 
military installations, levees, Federal 

channels, island habitats, and res-
ervoirs. 

Chris’s retirement is a loss for the 
State of Maryland. Her vision, exper-
tise, and extraordinary social skills 
have enabled her to successfully navi-
gate the Federal, State, and local 
forces to bring so many critical 
projects to fruition. She has signifi-
cantly improved the infrastructure, en-
vironment, and business climate 
throughout the State of Maryland, and 
she will be missed. Therefore, it is my 
honor to recognize the contributions of 
Ms. Chris Correale to the State of 
Maryland and thank her for her years 
of valuable service.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO PATRICK 
ARMSTRONG, JR. 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the honor of recognizing 
Patrick Armstrong, Jr., of Heart Butte, 
for his dedication to Glacier County. 

A member of the Blackfeet Nation, 
Mr. Armstrong was born and raised in 
Browning, MT, where he attended 
Browning Public School Systems, K–12. 
He has been an educator at Browning 
Elementary for 5 years, where he cur-
rently teaches fourth grade. Patrick 
and his wife, Anna, have three chil-
dren. 

Mr. Armstrong has always been ac-
tively involved in sports and has been 
officiating for 20 years. Since then, 
Patrick has been heavily involved in 
officiating high school basketball. He 
was recently nominated as this year’s 
boys basketball official of the year by 
the National Federation of High School 
Association, Montana High School As-
sociation, and the Montana Officials 
Association. To be nominated for this 
award, you must exemplify upstanding 
character. Mr Armstrong is a promi-
nent mentor in his community. He is a 
humble man who knows the value of a 
strong community. 

I congratulate Patrick on his role in 
bringing together and growing the 
Browning community.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:01 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 8. An act to require a background 
check for every firearm sale. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 8. An act to require a background 
check for every firearm sale. 

S. 617. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain expiring 
provisions, to provide disaster tax relief, and 
for other purposes. 
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